
A  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  d e s i g n 
c h a l l e n g e  c o m m i t t e d 
t o  d e v e l o p i n g  c r e a t i v e , 
c o m m u n i t y - d r i v e n 
s o l u t i o n s  f o r  b u i l d i n g  a 
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T H E  T E A M
C O M M O N  G R O U N D

TLS 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Landscape Architecture
Team Lead

MICHAEL MALTZAN 
ARCHITECTURE
Architecture / Urban Design

EXPLORATORIUM
Art / Science / Education

GUY NORDENSON AND 
ASSOCIATES

Climate Adaptation Design & Engineering

HR&A
Economic Advising / 
Resiliency Strategy

LOTUS WATER
Watershed Planning

RANA CREEK
Terrestrial Ecology & Design

DR. JOHN OLIVER
MOSS LANDING MARINE 

LABORATORIES
Benthic Ecology

RICHARD HINDLE
UC BERKELEY
Patent & Prototype Design

FEHR & PEERS
Transportation Engineering

SITELAB
Urban & Community Planning



OLE OLSON PARK

BNSF TRAIL BRIDGE

SCHERER PARK

PLYMOUTH BRIDGE

WEST RIVER TRAIL EXTENTION

26TH AVE. OVERLOOK

FARVIEW PARK
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SHORELINE DAM

WEST RIVER PARKWAY

WEST RIVER PARKWAY

26TH AVE. N. GREENWAY

WEST RIVER PARKWAY

BOOM ISLAND

NICOLLET ISLAND

WATER WORKS

ST. ANTHONY FALLS

MINNEHAHA PARKWAY

LAKE OF THE ISLES

RIVERFIRST
26TH AVE. N. GREENWAY AND OVERLOOK
BNSF RAIL BRIDGE LANDSCAPE ENHANCEMENT
ENHANCED DEVELOPMENT OF OLE OLSON PARK
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U R B A N  D E S I G N
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E X P L O R ATO R I U M



E N V I R O N M E N TA L  D E S I G N
R A N A  C R E E K



C L I M AT E  R E S I L I E N C E
S T R U C T U R A L  E N G I N E E R I N G

G U Y  N O R D E N S O N



A R C H I T E C T U R E
M I C H A E L  M A LT Z A N



P R O C E S S / T I M E L I N E
C O M M O N  G R O U N D

RESEARCH PHASE - 66 days DESIGN PHASE - 150 days

Study the Bay,Site Tours
Propose Opportunities
Propose Sites

Detailed Site Study
Community Engagement
Propose Vision and Demonstration SItes
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An Approach to the Incremental+ Instantaneous 
Dynamics of the Bay Area Shoreline

C O M M O N  G R O U N D

S e a  L e v e l  R i s e

S e i s m i c



S e a  L e v e l  R i s e
2 0 1 7  F l o o d s  o n  S R 3 7 1 9 8 9  L o m a  P r e i t a  E a r t h q u a k e

L i q u e f a c t i o n

R E S I L I E N C Y
Dual Dynamics of the Bay



S e a  L e v e l  R i s e L i q u e f a c t i o n + F a u l t  L i n e s











S A N  PA B L O  B AY



I D E N T I T Y  ?San Pablo Bay

San Francisco Bay

South Bay

Agricultural Valleys



S A N  PA B L O  B AY  -  T H E  W O R K I N G  E S T U A RY

T h e  P e t a l u m a  H e r i t a g e  M u r a l  i n  P e t a l u m a ,  C a l i f o r n i a  b y  S t e v e  D e l l a  M a g g i o r a





P R O P O S E D  S I T E S
C O M M O N  G R O U N D



1 0  S E L E C T E D  S I T E S
R E S I L I E N T  B Y  D E S I G N
B AY  A R E A  C H A L L E N G E

San Pablo Baylands
Common Ground

San Rafael
Bionic

Vallejo
Uplift

Marin City
P+Set

North Richmond
Home Team

Islais Creek
BIG+ONE+Sherwood

South San Francisco
Hassell+

South Bay
Field Operations

Alameda Creek
Public Sediment

San Leandro Bay
All Bay Collective



C O M M O N  G R O U N D
S a n  P a b l o  B a y l a n d s



S i t e

Sonoma Raceway

Vallejo
Napa

San Pablo Bay

San Francisco

Site

H37

Sears Point

SR37

C O M M O N  G R O U N D



C O M M O N  G R O U N D
6 ’  S L R  ( 2 1 0 0 )

Sonoma Raceway

Vallejo
Napa

San Pablo Bay

Sears Point

SR37

San Francisco

Site

H37



Adding Value to Existing Efforts

C O M M O N  G R O U N D + R B D
W O R K I N G  G R O U P



C O L L A B O R AT I O N
C O M M O N  G R O U N D

EXPLORATORIUM

RICHARD
HINDLE

RESEARCH 
ADVISORS

EXECUTIVE 
BOARD

OTHER
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COMMON 
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RBD
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EXISTING 
WORKING 
GROUPS

WORKING
GROUP
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TLS

RANA
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DR. JOHN
OLIVER

HR&A

LOTUS
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GREENBELT 
ALLIANCE

USFWS

MTC

SOLANO 
TRANSPORTATION 

AUTHORITY

STATE
COASTAL 
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FEDERAL
REGIONAL

STATE
COUNTY

ADVOCACY 
GROUPSVISITORS

RESIDENTS ELECTED 

CALTRANS

DUCKS 
UNLIMITED

SONOMA LAND 
TRUST

ROAD 
ECOLOGY 
CENTER

STA ENV.
TASK FORCE

POLICY 
COMMITTEE

ELECTED 
OFFICIALS

ENV.
ADVISORY
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TRANSIT
AUTH.

UC
DAVIS

SFEI

BAYLANDS 
GROUP
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FEHR
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R E S I L I E N T  B Y 
D E S I G N

B AY L A N D S 
G O A L S

f r o m  “ B a y l a n d s  a n d 
C l i m a t e  C h a n g e :  W h a t 
We  C a n  D o ”  a n d  “ S a n 

P a b l o  B a y l a n d s :  E n s u r i n g 
a  R e s i l i e n t  S h o r e l i n e ” 

S R 3 7 
G O A L S
f r o m  “ S R  3 7 

Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  S e a 
L e v e l  R i s e  C o r r i d o r 
I m p r o v e m e n t  P l a n ”

C O M M U N I T Y 
G O A L S

f r o m  p r e v i o u s  s u r v e y s  a n d 
o u r  o w n  o u t r e a c h  e v e n t s  i n 

n o r t h  b a y  c o m m u n i t i e s

LISTEN
Understand and incorporate the goals of 
stakeholders and local communities.

BUILD
Build from the efforts of other working groups.

SUPPORT
Support the ongoing process to redesign SR37 and 
restore marshlands.

ENVISION
Provide a vision for the future that addresses sea 
level rise and offers positive outcomes for nearby 
communities, wildlife, and transportation.   

G O A L S  f o r  R E S I L I E N C Y
C O M M O N  G R O U N D



O U T R E A C H
C O M M O N  G R O U N D

FLYWAY FESTIVAL
MARE ISLAND
FEB 10th & 11th







O U T R E A C H
C O M M O N  G R O U N D



PRO-RECREATION64%

PRO-ACCESS63%

the majority of  you were:
we asked you what name you use to

IDENTIFY THIS REGION

NORTH BAY WETLANDS

SONOMA-NAPA MARSHES

SAN PABLO BAY

NAPA ESTUARY

NORTH BAY

SEARS POINT

we asked you what name you use to



WHY YOU HAVEN’T VISITED
the marshes around Highway 37...

“Don’t know the right 
spots to check out”

Need a “way to know the 
tides before you visit”

“Explanation 
of how the 
estuary works 
– what is
happening 
here? 

“Not easily 
accessed”

“It seems as if 
nothing is there”

 MARSHES AROUND 
HIGHWAY 37

 MARSHES AROUND 
HIGHWAY 37

KAYAKING

BIRDWATCHING

HIKING

WALK

RIDE + STOP
FOR VIEWS

why you visit the 



IDENTITY
Strengthen the identity of the San Pablo Bay 
Region to encourage better understanding of the 
baylands as a major ecological and educational 
resource. 

ADAPTATION
Provide new strategies for adaption of the San 
Pablo Baylands in response to sea level rise.

MOBILITY
Deliver long-term inter-modal connections around 
and across the San Pablo Baylands.

A C C E S S
Provide more equitable access to the communities 
of San Pablo Bay, with particular attention given 
to programs for disadvantaged communities to 
broaden the constituency for these baylands.

O U R  F O C U S
C O M M O N  G R O U N D
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Vallejo

Mare 
Island

Sears Point

Sonoma Napa

SAN PABLO BAY

American
 Canyon

S I T E
E X I S T I N G  C O N D I T I O N S





Diked land parcels subsided up to 7’ below 
current sea level

RIVER/CREEK (from north)
Sonoma Creek and Napa River account for 1/3 of 
total sediment entering the bay

TIDAL (from sides)
Sloughs, Tolay Creek, Sonoma Creek, Napa River

WAVE (from south)
From waves from San Pablo Bay
This has led to strip marsh accretion of 20’-30’/year 
over the last 150 years but is predicted to slow with 
sea level rise.

Restored/in process of restoration wetlands 
protected by strip marsh berm

Tubbs Island

Sears Point Marsh 
Retsoration

Tolay Lagoon
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Breached Salt Ponds

San Pablo Bay Gyre
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Cullinan Ranch
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to SF
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SONOMA NAPA

SAN PABLO BAY

S E D I M E N T  S O U R C E S
S I T E  A N A LY S I S
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STRATEGIES

OPPORTUNITIES

IDENTITY

•	 ELEVATION CAPITAL
•	 SR 37 CAUSEWAY
•	 TERRAFORMING
•	 LOOPS & GATEWAYS

•	 SCENIC SR37
•	 NATURAL & CULTIVATED ADAPTION
•	 INCREASE ACCESS AND LEGIBILITY

S I T E
S A N  PA B L O  B AY L A N D S

R E G I O N A L  PA R K  ?

S C E N I C  C O R R I D O R  ?

S A N  PA B L O  B AY  W I L D L I F E  R E F U G E  ?

B AY L A N D S  N AT I O N A L  S E A S H O R E ?

S TAT E  PA R K  ?

Cullinan Ranch

to SF

Strip Marsh

THE FARM

THE WILD

THE ISLAND

San Pablo Bay Gyre

Vallejo

American
 Canyon

Mare 
Island

Sears Point

Skaggs Island

Tubbs Island

Napa-Sonoma
Marshes

Napa River

Sonom
a Creek

Tolay Creek

Petaluma River

Carquinez

SAN PABLO BAY

THE MARGIN

Sonoma

H12

H121
H29

Rail

Napa

SR37


