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County is vital to commuting, transcontinental 
freight and recreational traffic.  

This comprehensive approach includes integrating 
investments in goods movement, transit efficiency, 
smart growth, traffic operations system technology, 
marketing and providing incentives for ridesharing, 
vanpools and safe routes to school for Solano’s  
students. 

The STA is exploring both traditional and more  
entrepreneurial opportunities to finance unfunded 
transit facilities through Public Private Partnerships 
in an effort to attract investments from the private 
sector.  Working with MTC , Caltrans, and the Cali-
fornia Transportation Commission, the STA is also 
studying finance options through Express Lanes 
along the I-80 corridor.  

This combination of focused investments and     
collaborative development is dependent on the  
successful planning and implementation of each 
project and serves as our  

“vision for a comprehensive I-80 corridor 
strategy within Solano County.” 

The Solano Transportation Authority (STA), in  
partnership with Solano’s seven cities and the 
County of Solano, California Department of     
Transportation (Caltrans), and the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission (MTC), has taken a 
multimodal and regional approach to meeting    
current and future transportation demands on    
the I-80 corridor.  The STA continues to plan,  
partner and invest with this approach.  This legacy 
of linking land use and transportation serves     
Solano County well as we pursue STA’s 

“mission to ensure mobility, travel safety, and  
economic vitality” on the I-80 corridor. 

The I-80 corridor serves as the only direct freeway 
connection between the two largest economic    
regions in Northern California, the San Francisco 
Bay Area and metropolitan Sacramento.  It is the 
backbone for moving people, goods and services 
through the San Francisco and Sacramento mega-
region, and is one of four California priority trade 
corridors.  Addressing operational needs and     
improvements on the I-80 corridor through Solano 

I-80 Traffic Congestion in Fairfield 
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Heart of the Mega-Region 

travelled  and congested freeway facilities in       
the San Francisco and Sacramento mega-region.     

Addressing operational 
needs and improvements 
on the I-80 corridor is  
vital to commuting, 
freight, recreational traffic, 
and economic recovery. 

Travis Air Force Base, 
the largest air mobility 
organization in the United 
States Air Force, is located 
in Solano County in the 
City of Fairfield.  Travis 
AFB carries more cargo 
and passengers than any 
other military air terminal 

in the U.S. and relies on I-80      
to assist in transporting cargo, 
military personal and support  
logistics.  Travis AFB is the largest 
employer in Solano County,    
contributing more than $1 billion 
annually to the local economy. 

Due to these local and regional factors, the I-80 
gateway between Sacramento and the Bay Area is 
the second busiest interregional gateway in North-
ern California.  The corridor also carries the third 
highest truck volume in the Bay Area region with 
future growth anticipated from an expansion of   
the Port of Oakland.  Commerce and commute  
congestion dramatically impact the I-80 corridor 
through Solano County.  An important component 
in alleviating traffic congestion is the rail line that 
runs parallel to I-80.  The Union Pacific Railroad 
(UPRR) and Amtrak/Capitol Corridor use this line to 
move freight and people through Solano County, 
reducing the number of vehicles driving on I-80. 

Heart of the Northern        
California Mega-Region 
Solano County is located in the heart of the two 
largest economic regions in Northern California,   
the San Francisco Bay Area region and Sacramento 
metropolitan area region.  Both regions have      
become interdependent due to their close proximity, 
their dynamic housing markets, employers,       
goods movement and environmental policies and 
considerations.  As a result, the San Francisco     
Bay Area and Sacramento metropolitan regions  
have grown to become one mega-region with both 
regional economies and transportation investments 
intertwined. 

The I-80 corridor is the backbone for moving people, 
goods and services through the San Francisco and 
Sacramento mega-region.    
I-80 is one of four California 
priority trade corridors, 
moving goods from the   
Port of Oakland.  The I-80 
corridor serves as the only 
direct freeway connection 
between these two metro-
politan regions.  The corridor 
also links the Bay Area with 
recreational destinations in 
the Sierra Nevada Mountains 
and points north via I-505 to 
I-5.  

I-80 functions as a transcontinental Interstate    
facility that is critical to regional and interregional 
traffic.  As a result, I-80 is one of the most heavily 

Port of Oakland moves goods via the I-80 Corridor 

California State Capitol—Sacramento 



4     Solano Transportation Authority  |  Working For You 

 



2012 Report to Congress  |  March 2012     5 

 



6     Solano Transportation Authority  |  Working For You 

 

Goods movement and commuters on the I-80 corridor 

Solano County’s             
Transportation System Vision 
The Solano Transportation Authority (STA) has  
developed a comprehensive strategy envisioned to 
ensure mobility, travel safety, and economic vitality 
on the I-80 corridor.  This vision considers the   
entire network along the corridor as one system, 
which includes enabling a safe, smooth roadway for 
transporting freight and passengers, implementing 
traffic operations system technology, providing   
efficient transit mobility and connectivity to get 
people to their destinations more effectively,      
facilitating commute options to reduce highway 
congestion, employing smart growth principles,   
and innovative financing in our design, construction 
and operation of facilities.   

Solano County has a unified vision to improve the 
connectivity along the I-80 corridor.  The STA looks 
forward to seeking discretionary money and apply-
ing for competitive grants that will enable the vi-
sion to go forward. 

STA, in partnership with its member agencies, the 
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), 
and the Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
(MTC), has taken a multimodal approach to    
meeting current and future transportation demands 
on the I-80 corridor by integrating investments in 
the following: 

Goods Movement/Trade Corridor  

Interstate Reliever Routes 

Traffic Operations System Technology 

Express Lanes Network 

Transit System 

Corridor Commute Options 

Safe Routes to School (SR2S) 

This combination of related investments and      
coordinated planning is dependent on the success 
of the planning and implementation of each project 
and serves as a comprehensive I-80 corridor   
strategy for I-80 within Solano County.  This broad 
approach includes supporting smart growth options 
in Priority Development Areas (PDAs), marketing 
and providing incentives for ridesharing, vanpools 
and transit.  Enhancing truck and freight movement 
and implementing traffic operations system     
technology is being coordinated to provide more 
efficient operations, a range of travel options and  
a reduction in congestion on I-80. 

Separate brochures present specific efforts with 
Solano County’s transportation system priorities on 
the I-80 corridor. 

Transportation System Vision 

Vacaville Intermodal Station 
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Vallejo Transit Center Ribbon Cutting June 

Federal Funding 

Federal Funding 
The National Surface Transportation Policy and 
Revenue Study Commission presented a report 
outlining a new long-term strategic transportation 
vision to guide transportation policymaking at the 
national level.  The Solano Transportation Authority 
supports the principles contained in the Commis-
sion’s “Transportation for Tomorrow,” released in 
January 2008, specifically as summarized : 

 

Recommended Objectives for Transporta-
tion Authorization Reform 

 Increased Public and Private Investment 

 Federal Government a Full Partner 

 A New Beginning 
 

 

Major Changes Necessary to Accomplish 
Objectives 

The federal program should be performance-driven, 
outcome-based, generally mode-neutral, and       
re-focused to pursue objective of genuine national 
interest.  The 108 existing surface transportation 
programs in SAFETEA-LU and related laws should 
be replaced with the following 10 new federal    
programs: 

 Rebuilding America – state of good repair 

 Global Competitiveness – gateways and goods 
movement 

 Metropolitan Mobility – regions greater than      
1 million population 

 Connecting America – connections to smaller 
cities and towns 

 Intercity Passenger Rail and Water Transit – new 
regional networks in high-growth corridors 

 Highway Safety – incentives to save lives 

 Environmental Stewardship – both human and 
natural environments 

 Energy Security – development of alternative 
transportation fuels 

 Federal Lands – providing public access on    
federal property 

 Research and Development – a coherent       
national research program 

 

 

STA’s Federal Priority Projects 

The STA’s 2012 Legislative Priorities and Platform 
prioritizes the following projects:  

 Fairfield/Vacaville Intermodal Station, Phase 2 

 Vallejo USPS Relocation 

 Jepson Parkway 

 Dixon Intermodal Station 

 Vallejo Downtown Streetscape 
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STA Board of Directors  
Members and their alternates are appointed by their local jurisdiction to serve as representatives on 
the STA Board.  Each jurisdiction also has staff representatives on the Technical Advisory Committee 
and the SolanoExpress Intercity Transit Consortium.  These two committees act in an advisory     
capacity to the STA Board of Directors. 

Front row left to right: Jan Vick, Mayor, City of Rio Vista; Jack Batchelor, Jr. (Chair), Mayor, City of Dixon; Harry 
Price, Mayor, City of Fairfield; Elizabeth Patterson, Mayor, City of Benicia. 

Back row left to right: Steve Hardy (Vice Chair), Mayor, City of Vacaville; Osby Davis, Mayor, City of Vallejo; Pete 
Sanchez, Mayor, City of Suisun City; Jim Spering, Member of Solano County Board of Supervisors. 

 

The STA Commitment 

The Solano Transportation Authority (STA) was created under a Joint Powers Agreement to serve as 
the County’s Congestion Management Agency to program federal, state and regional transportation 
funds, and to coordinate countywide transportation planning and programs.  Member agencies     
include the cities of Benicia, Dixon, Fairfield, Rio Vista, Suisun City, Vacaville, Vallejo and Solano 
County.  The STA is responsible for transportation project funding and project delivery, and assists  
in the financing of transportation projects for its eight member jurisdictions.  The STA provides      
countywide planning for the development of roads, transit, rideshare, rail, bicycle and pedestrian  
facilities, manages the Solano Napa Commuter Information and Safe Routes to School programs,  
and manages four transit services. 

 

Mission Statement 

To improve the quality of 
life in Solano County by 
delivering transportation 
projects to ensure mobility, 
travel safety, and economic 
vitality. 

Solano Transportation Authority 

Susan Lent, STA Lobbyist 
Akin Gump 

202-887-4558 

 

Solano Transportation Authority 
Daryl Halls, Executive Director      Washington, DC Contact: 
One Harbor Center, Suite 130 
Suisun City, California  94585 
707-424-6075 
www.sta.ca.gov 
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