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Bill ID/Topic Location Summary Position 
AB 57 
Beall D 
 
Metropolitan 
Transportation 
Commission. 

SENATE  
TRANS & 
HOUSING 
2-YEAR BILL 
 
 

The Metropolitan Transportation Commission Act creates the Metropolitan Transportation Commission as a regional 
agency in the 9-county San Francisco Bay Area with comprehensive regional transportation planning and other related 
responsibilities. Existing law requires the commission to consist of 19 members, including 2 members each from the 
Counties of Alameda and Santa Clara, and establishes a 4-year term of office for members of the commission. This bill 
would, instead, require the commission to consist of 21 members, including one member appointed by the Mayor of the 
City of Oakland and one member appointed by the Mayor of the City of San Jose. The bill would require the initial term of 
those 2 members to end in February 2015. The bill would, effective with the commission term commencing February 
2015, prohibit more than 3 members of the commission from being residents of the same county, as specified 
Last Amended on 5/19/2011 
 
 

Support  
5/11/11  

AB 105 
Committee on 
Budget 
 
Transportation. 

ASSEMBLY   
CHAPTERED 
3/24/2011 – 
Chaptered by the 
Secretary of State, 
Chapter Number 6, 
Statutes of 2011 

Existing law provides for payment of current general obligation bond debt service for specified voter-approved 
transportation bonds from gasoline excise tax revenue in the Highway Users Tax Account and revenue in the Public 
Transportation Account, and requires the Controller to make specified transfers of revenues in that regard to the 
Transportation Debt Service Fund. Existing law, pursuant to the Budget Act of 2010, provides for a loan of $761,639,000 
from gasoline excise tax revenue in the Highway Users Tax Account to the General Fund, to be repaid with interest by 
June 30, 2013. This bill, in fiscal years 2010-11 and 2011-12, would require the Controller to transfer specified amounts of 
revenues deposited in the State Highway Account from vehicle weight fees to the Transportation Debt Service Fund to be 
used for reimbursement of the General Fund for payment of current general obligation bond debt service for specified 
voter-approved transportation bonds, in lieu of the previously authorized gasoline excise tax revenues and Public 
Transportation Account revenues. In subsequent years, the bill would require all vehicle weight fee revenues to be 
transferred for this purpose. The bill would make appropriations in this regard. The bill would require the Department of 
Finance to notify the Controller of the amount of debt service relating to expenditures for eligible mass transit guideway 
projects that may be paid from revenues restricted by Article XIX of the California Constitution.  
Last amended on 3/16/2011   
 
 

   

AB 147 
Dickinson D 
 
Subdivisions. 

GOVERNOR’S 
DESK 
 

The Subdivision Map Act authorizes a local agency to require the payment fees as a condition of approval of a final map 
or as a condition of issuing a building permit for purposes of defraying the actual or estimated cost of constructing bridges 
or major thoroughfares if specified conditions are met. The Mitigation Fee Act authorizes a local agency to charge a 
variety of fees, dedications, reservations, or other exactions in connection with the approval of a development project, as 
defined. This bill would authorize a local ordinance to require payment of a fee subject to the Mitigation Fee Act, as a 
condition of approval of a final map or as a condition of issuing a building permit for purposes of defraying the actual or 
estimated cost of constructing transportation facilities, as defined.   Last amended on 5/31/2011 
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Bill ID/Topic Location Summary Position 
AB 516 
V. Manuel 
Pérez D 
 
Safe routes to 
school. 

GOVERNOR’S 
DESK 

Existing law requires the Department of Transportation, in consultation with the California Highway Patrol, to establish 
and administer a "Safe Routes to School" program for construction of bicycle and pedestrian safety and traffic calming 
projects, and to award grants to local agencies in that regard from available federal and state funds, based on the results of 
a statewide competition. Existing law requires the department to rate proposals submitted by applicants using specified 
factors. One of the factors relates to consultation of and support for projects by school-based organizations, local traffic 
engineers, local elected officials, law enforcement agencies, school officials, and other relevant community stakeholders. 
This bill would delete that factor and instead substitute a factor relating to use of a specified public participation process, 
with involvement by the public, schools, parents, teachers, local agencies, the business community, key professionals, and 
others, which process identifies community priorities and ensures those priorities are reflected in the proposal, and secures 
support for the proposal by relevant community stakeholders. The bill would add another factor relating to benefit of a 
proposal to a low-income school, as defined, and would make other related changes.   Last amended on 7/14/2011   
 

   

AB 650 
Blumenfield D 
 
Blue Ribbon 
Task Force on 
Public 
Transportation 
for the 21st 
Century. 

SENATE  
FLOOR 

Existing law establishes various boards and commissions within state government, and various transit districts and other 
local entities for development of public transit on a regional basis and makes various state revenues available to those 
entities for those purposes. Existing law declares that the fostering, continuance, and development of public transportation 
systems are a matter of statewide concern. The Public Transportation Account is designated as a trust fund and funds in the 
account shall be available to the Department of Transportation only for specified transportation planning and mass 
transportation purposes. This bill would establish the Blue Ribbon Task Force on Public Transportation for the 21st 
Century. The bill would require the task force to be comprised of 12 members and would require the Senate Committee on 
Rules and the Speaker of the Assembly to each appoint 6 members, by September 30, 2012. The bill would require the 
task force to issue a written report that contains specified findings and recommendations relating to, among other things, 
the current state of California's transit system, the estimated cost of creating the needed system over various terms, and 
potential sources of funding to sustain the transit system's needs, and to submit the report by March 31, 2013, to the 
Governor, the Legislature, the Joint Legislative Budget Committee, the Senate Committee on Rules, the Speaker of the 
Assembly, and the transportation committees of the Legislature. The bill would require the task force, for purposes of 
collecting information for the written report, to consult with appropriate state agencies and departments and would require 
the task force to contract with consultants for preparation of the report. The bill would require the department to provide 
administrative staffing to the task force. The bill would appropriate $750,000 from the Public Transportation Account to 
the department, as specified, to accomplish the purposes of these provisions. Last amended on 8/15/2011   
 

   

AB 710 
Skinner D 
 
Local planning: 
infill and 
transit-oriented 
development. 

SENATE    
FLOOR 
 

The Planning and Zoning Law requires specified regional transportation planning agencies to prepare and adopt a regional 
transportation plan directed at achieving a coordinated and balanced regional transportation system, and requires the 
regional transportation plan to include, among other things, a sustainable communities strategy, for the purpose of using 
local planning to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. This bill would state the findings and declarations of the 
Legislature with respect to parking requirements and infill and transit-oriented development, and would state the intent of 
the Legislature to reduce unnecessary government regulation and to reduce the cost of development by eliminating 
excessive minimum parking requirements for infill and transit-oriented development.  This bill would also express a 
legislative finding and declaration that its provisions shall apply to all cities, including charter cities.  This bill would also 
prohibit a city or county from requiring a minimum parking standard greater than one parking space per 1,000 
square feet of nonresidential improvements and one parking space per unit of residential improvements for any new 
development project in transit intensive areas, as defined. This bill would provide that its provisions would not apply if 
certain requirements are met. Last amended on 8/18/2011 

   

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_516&sess=1112&house=B
http://asmdc.org/members/a80/
http://asmdc.org/members/a80/
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_650&sess=1112&house=B
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a40/
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_710&sess=1112&house=B
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a14/
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Bill ID/Topic Location Summary Position 
AB 845 
Ma D 
 
Transportation: 
bond funds. 

SENATE 
INACTIVE  
FILE 

Existing law, the Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act for the 21st Century, provides for the issuance of 
$9.95 billion in general obligation bonds for high-speed rail and related purposes, including $950 million to be allocated 
by the California Transportation Commission to eligible recipients for capital improvements to intercity and commuter rail 
lines and urban rail transit systems in connection with or otherwise related to the high-speed train system. Of this amount, 
80% is to be allocated to eligible commuter and urban rail recipients based on track miles, vehicle miles, and passenger 
trips pursuant to guidelines to be adopted by the commission. A dollar-for-dollar match is to be provided by a commuter 
and urban rail recipient for bond funds received. This bill would require the guidelines adopted by the commission to 
determine the funding share for each eligible commuter and urban rail recipient to use the distribution factors gathered 
from the most current available data in the National Transit Database of the Federal Transit Administration. The bill would 
require the commission to accept from each eligible recipient a priority list of projects up to the target amount expected to 
be available for the recipient and would require matching funds provided by the recipient to be from non-state funds. The 
bill would define "non-state matching funds" for purposes of these bond fund allocations to mean local, federal, and 
private funds, as well as state funds available to an eligible recipient that are not subject to allocation by the commission. 
Last amended on 5/10/11 

   

AB 892 
Carter D 
 
Department of 
Transportation: 
environmental 
review process: 
federal pilot 
program. 

GOVERNOR’S 
DESK 

Existing law gives the Department of Transportation full possession and control of the state highway system. Existing 
federal law requires the United States Secretary of Transportation to carry out a surface transportation project delivery 
pilot program, under which the participating states assume certain responsibilities for environmental review and clearance 
of transportation projects that would otherwise be the responsibility of the federal government. Existing law requires the 
department to submit a report to the Legislature regarding state and federal environmental review. Existing law requires 
the report to be submitted no later than January 1, 2009, and again, no later than January 1, 2011. This bill would, instead, 
require the report to be submitted no later than January 1, 2016. The bill would provide that the state shall 
remain liable for any decisions made or responsibilities assumed prior to repeal of these provisions under applicable 
federal statutes of limitation for filing citizens' suits   in federal courts. 
Last amended on 7/13/2011   

   

AB 1097 
Skinner D 
 
Transit 
projects: 
domestic 
content. 

SENATE  
FLOOR 

Existing law creates the Business, Transportation and Housing Agency with various departments of state government that 
report to the agency secretary. Existing law provides various sources of funding for transit projects. This bill would require 
the Secretary of Business, Transportation and Housing to specifically authorize a state or local agency receiving federal 
funds for transit purposes to provide a bidding preference to a bidder if the bidder exceeds Buy America requirements 
applicable to federally funded transit projects.   Last amended on 8/29/2011   

   

AB 1229 
Feuer D 
 
Transportation: 
financing: 
federal 
highway grant 
anticipation 
notes. 

SENATE 
APPROPS- 
Held under 
submission. 

Existing law continuously appropriates the amounts specified in the annual Budget Act as having been deposited in the 
State Highway Account from federal transportation funds, and pledged by the California Transportation Commission, to 
the Treasurer for the purposes of issuing federal highway grant anticipation notes, commonly known as GARVEE bonds, 
to fund transportation projects selected by the commission. Existing law prohibits the Treasurer from authorizing the 
issuance of the notes if the annual repayment obligations of all outstanding notes in any fiscal year would exceed 15% of 
the total amount of federal transportation funds deposited in the account for any consecutive 12-month period within the 
preceding 24 months. This bill authorizes a transportation planning agency to use federal regional surface transportation 
program (RSTP) funds and congestion mitigation and air quality (CMAQ) funds, to pay the debt service on federal grant 
anticipation revenue vehicles (GARVEEs). Last amended on 6/21/2011   

   

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_845&sess=1112&house=B
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a12/
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_892&sess=1112&house=B
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a62/
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_1097&sess=1112&house=B
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a14/
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_1229&sess=1112&house=B
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a42/


4 
 

Bill ID/Topic Location Summary Position 
AB 1164 
Gordon D 

SENATE  
FLOOR 

This bill authorizes, until September 30, 2015, the Department of Transportation to make loans of federal  
funds deposited in the State Highway Account to advance projects funded by Proposition 1B. The bill will also allow 
Caltrans at the end of the federal fiscal year, to commit any unobligated federal funds that the state would be at risk of 
losing to unfunded, but read-to-go, bond projects.  In addition, if other states forfeit federal funds, California will be in a 
position to claim them, under the provisions of federal law. Last amended on 8/15/11 
 

 

AJR 5 
Lowenthal, 
Bonnie D 
 
Transportation 
revenues. 

Chaptered by 
Secretary of State - 
Res. Chapter 29, 
Statutes of 2011.  
 

This measure would request the President and the Congress of the United States to consider and enact legislation to 
conduct a study regarding the feasibility of the collection process for a transportation revenue source based on vehicle 
miles traveled, in order to facilitate the creation of a reliable and steady transportation funding mechanism for the 
maintenance and improvement of surface transportation infrastructure.   Last amended on 3/29/2011   
 

   

SB 211 
Emmerson R 
California 
Global 
Warming 
Solutions Act 
of 2006: tire 
inflation 
regulation:  

GOVERNOR’S 
DESK 

The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 designates the State Air Resources Board as the state agency 
charged with monitoring and regulating sources of emissions of greenhouse gases. The state board is required to adopt a 
statewide greenhouse gas emissions limit equivalent to the statewide greenhouse gas emissions level in 1990 to be 
achieved by 2020, and to adopt rules and regulations in an open public process to achieve the maximum technologically 
feasible and cost-effective greenhouse gas emission reductions. A violation of a regulation adopted by the state board 
pursuant to the act is subject to specified civil and criminal penalties. Pursuant to the act, the state board adopted a 
regulation requiring automobile service providers, by September 1, 2010, among other things, to check and inflate vehicle 
tires to the recommended pressure rating when performing automobile maintenance or repair services.   This bill, until 
January 1, 2017, would require a tire pressure gauge used to meet the requirements of this regulation to be accurate within 
a range of plus or minus 2 pounds per square inch of pressure (2 psi). The bill, until January 1, 2017, would authorize 
automotive service providers to meet the requirements of the regulation without checking and inflating a vehicle's tire if 
that tire is determined to be an unsafe tire, as defined. Last amended on 8/16/2011   
 
 

   

SB 582 
Yee D 
 
Commute 
benefit policies. 

VETOED  Existing law requires transportation planning agencies to undertake various transportation planning activities, including 
preparation of a regional transportation plan. Existing law requires transportation planning agencies that are designated 
under federal law as metropolitan planning organizations to include a sustainable communities strategy as part of the 
regional transportation plan for their region. Existing law creates air quality management districts and air pollution control 
districts with various responsibilities relative to reduction of air pollution. This bill, beginning on January 1, 2013, subject 
to certain exceptions, would authorize a metropolitan planning organization jointly with the local air quality management 
district or air pollution control district to adopt a commute benefit ordinance that requires covered employers operating 
within the common area of the organization and district with a specified number of covered employees to offer those 
employees certain commute benefits. The bill would require that the ordinance specify certain matters, including 
any consequences for noncompliance, and would impose a specified reporting requirement. The bill would exclude from 
its provisions an air district with a trip reduction regulation initially adopted prior to the federal Clean Air Act 
Amendments of 1990 as long as it continues to have a regulation that allows trip reduction as a method of compliance. The 
bill would make its provisions inoperative on January 1, 2017. Last amended on 7/14/2011  
 
 

   

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_1151-1200/ab_1164_bill_20110815_amended_sen_v95.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_1151-1200/ab_1164_bill_20110815_amended_sen_v95.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ajr_5&sess=1112&house=B
http://asmdc.org/members/a54/
http://asmdc.org/members/a54/
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_211&sess=1112&house=B
http://cssrc.us/web/37/
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_582&sess=1112&house=B
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Bill ID/Topic Location Summary Position 
SB 791 
Steinberg D 

ASSEMBLY 
TRANS 

Existing law provides various funding sources for transportation programs and capital improvement projects. Existing law 
provides for designation of transportation planning agencies throughout the state with various transportation planning and 
programming responsibilities, including preparation of a regional transportation plan. Some of these agencies are also 
designated as metropolitan planning organizations under federal law.  This bill would authorize a metropolitan planning 
organization, subject to majority voter approval, to impose, for up to 30 years, a regional transportation congestion 
reduction charge on purchasers of motor vehicle fuel in all or part of its jurisdiction, which would be collected by the fuel 
retailer or wholesaler and transmitted to the State Board of Equalization. The bill would define motor vehicle fuel 
for these purposes to include gasoline and diesel. A corresponding vehicle registration charge would be imposed on 
electric vehicles licensed to be driven on public roads, which would be collected by the Department of Motor Vehicles. 
Prior to adopting a regional congestion reduction charge, the metropolitan planning organization would be required to 
make certain determinations, including that the transportation demand reduction projects funded by the charge would 
directly and specifically benefit motorists within the region by reducing vehicle congestion so as to increase overall 
mobility for motorists who are paying the charge. The bill would impose various other requirements. The bill would 
provide for revenues from the regional transportation congestion reduction charge to be transferred by the 
State Board of Equalization or the Department of Motor Vehicles, as applicable, to the appropriate metropolitan planning 
organization. The bill would authorize use of the revenues for certain transportation projects and programs that have been 
identified in the regional transportation plan, as specified. The bill would require the board of supervisors in a county in 
the jurisdiction of the metropolitan planning organization where the charge is to be imposed, upon request of the 
organization, to submit the proposed charge to the voters, and would require the organization to reimburse the 
associated election costs. In certain counties, the charge would be imposed by a county transportation commission rather 
than the metropolitan planning organization. Last Amended on 8/25/11   

 

SB 867 
Padilla D 
 
Build 
California 
Bonds. 

SENATE TRANS. 
& HOUSING. 
4/27/2011 - 
Testimony taken. 
Hearing postponed 
by committee. 
(Refers to 
4/26/2011 hearing) 

Existing law creates the California Transportation Financing Authority with specified powers and duties relative to the 
issuance of bonds to fund transportation projects to be backed, in whole or in part, by various revenue streams of 
transportation funds and toll revenues in order to increase the construction of new capacity or improvements for the state 
transportation system. This bill would, in addition, provide for the authority to issue Build California Bonds, the proceeds 
of which would be used for specified transportation capital improvements. Bondholders would be entitled to 
nonrefundable tax credits against their personal income tax or corporate tax liability. The bonds would not be a debt or 
liability of the state or a political subdivision of the state, except for the authority. The bill would provide for the authority 
to enter into financing agreements with participating local transportation authorities for the purpose of financing or 
refinancing transportation projects. Each series of bonds issued by the authority would be secured by a financing 
agreement between the authority and the local transportation authority. The bill would limit the principal amount of bonds 
to be issued by the authority under these provisions to $5 billion over a 5-year period commencing January 1, 2012. 

   

 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_0751-0800/sb_791_bill_20110825_amended_asm_v98.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_0751-0800/sb_791_bill_20110825_amended_asm_v98.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_867&sess=1112&house=B
http://dist20.casen.govoffice.com/
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