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Solano Regional Transportation Impact Fee Feasibility (RTIF) Study 

Frequently Asked Questions, 12-17-08 

Q1. What is a regional transportation impact fee program? 
A1. The main purpose of a regional transportation impact fee is to help plan for and mitigate 

transportation impacts of future growth on the regional transportation system. 
 
Q2: Why do we need a Regional Transportation Impact Fee Program and what benefits would it 

bring? 
A2. The program would be used to lessen future traffic congestion through capacity increasing 

improvements and enhanced transit facilities. This program would improve mobility by reducing 
time delays and maintaining travel reliability on major roadways throughout Solano County. 

 
 Q3. What is the difference between a local traffic impact fee and a regional transportation 

impact fee? 
A3. Local traffic impact fees are used to fund local improvements to mitigate cumulative impacts to 

roadways caused by development. Regional transportation impact fees build multi-jurisdictional 
transportation projects which benefit two or more communities. 

 
Q4.  How will the list of eligible projects be determined? 
A4. STA and its member agencies will develop a list of criteria to identify what types of projects would 

qualify for these funds. In addition, the Solano Travel Demand Model would be used to quantify 
the amount and type of increased traffic that would result from the growth areas in the cities and 
county to make sure that these funds would be expended on critical regional transportation 
projects needed as the result of cumulative development projects. 

 
Q5. Won’t it take a long time until all the funds are received to build any projects? 
A5. No. The program would contain provisions to conduct critical project development activities and 

funding interim improvements as money is received. This will allow the project sponsor(s) to 
provide incremental progress and measurable benefits. However, as required under AB 1600, 
there is a five year provision to spend those funds allocated to specific project or they must be re-
appropriated.  

 
Q6. Would an RTIF program pay for 100% of a project’s cost? 
A6. Given the nature of the program and the size of many of the projects, it is not likely that it would 

fund more than 20% of the cost of any ultimate capital project. However, RTIF funds could be 
used to as “matching funds” for other funding sources such as State and Federal earmarks or 
grants.  

 
Q7. Would an RTIF program increase housing costs? 
A7. STA will make sure that any new fee(s) considered would be modest and would work with the 

development community so that any such fees would not have significant effects on housing 
costs or housing affordability. STA will undertake a nexus study in which the suggested fees will 
be based on the impacts the project would pose to the transportation system.  

 
Q8: Would an RTIF program help leverage other funding sources? 
A8.  Yes. This would be one of the main advantages of establishing the program. Most state and 

federal transportation programs are very competitive, and require at least 20% of the funding mix 
to come from local funding sources. Therefore, it would help make Solano agencies’ applications 
more successful, particularly for securing our share of larger statewide interregional 
transportation funds and federal funds. 
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Q9.  Who would administer and manage the program? 
A9.   Such a program would probably be managed either by the Solano Transportation Authority or by 

a new Joint Powers Authority dedicated to the management of the fee program. 
 
Q10:  How do we know that area(s) where growth is occurring most will receive their 

proportionate share of the program funds?  
A10. The STA would first adopt a list of priority projects which would be the only ones eligible to 

receive RTIF funds. Then, it would adopt a capital improvement program specifying which 
projects would actually receive funds during the next 5-year period, and how much funding would 
be spent for which activities. Based on an operating agreement to be adopted by the STA 
member agencies, STA would make sure that a proportionate amount of funds received would be 
expended within a given subarea or corridor, commensurate with the amount of revenues 
received. 

 
Q11. Would the program be used to fund existing road problems or existing deficiencies? 
A11. No. The RTIF fees can only be used to fund new road improvements or intermodal transit 

facilities that are needed to accommodate future development. The focus of this fee is regional 
capacity enhancement. 

 
Q12. Will this fee program help a project mitigate its cumulative impacts? 
A12. Yes. The intent of this program would be to provide a mechanism to mitigate a project’s share of 

its cumulative impact on the regional transportation system as required by the California 
Environmental Quality Act. 

 
Q13. Would the program be used to fund projects along the Interstate and state highway 

system in Solano County? 
A13.  The program could fund some of the local share of the regional impacts from new growth areas 

on both arterial roadways as well as on specific interstate and state highway capacity projects, as 
identified in the nexus study and fee program.  

 
Q14. Would the RTIF program affect what I pay for property taxes or sales taxes? 
Q14.  No. It would be a one-time fee paid at the time of issuance of a building permit. 
 
Q15. Would the RTIF program have any effect on the local economy? 
A15. Building key transportation projects will help to stimulate the local economy by creating jobs and 

improving mobility for commuters and goods delivery. Also, the Solano Economic Development 
Corporation is providing input to the STA during the development of the program to make sure 
that the business community’s needs and comments are reflected in any program that the STA 
may eventually consider. 

 
Q16. How can I find more information on the proposed Solano RTIF Program? 
A16.  STA will post the RTIF studies, proposed fee schedules and capital improvement program 

information on its web site at www.solanolinks.com. Or call Sam Shelton, STA’s Project Manager, 
at 707-399-3211 for more information. 

 


