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SOLANO TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY . . . WORKING FOR YOU!! 

Executive Director, Daryl Halls 

 While California’s economic crisis continued and  as State and 
Federal transportation funds became more scarce in 2010, the 
Solano Transportation Authority (STA) worked successfully with 
its transportation partners to advance and complete critically 
needed mobility and safety projects with limited funds available. 

 Caltrans completed $25 million in important safety improve-
ments to a 13-mile stretch of State Route (SR) 12 East      
between Suisun City and SR 113.  This has helped improve travel 
on this narrow 2 lane goods movement and travel corridor with 
wider shoulders, better view lines, and rehabilitated pavement.  
This project was combined with heightened traffic enforcement 
by the California Highway Patrol and local law enforcement and 
improved signage, temporary median barriers and channelizers 
provided by Caltrans.  This has resulted in a noticeable reduction 
in traffic fatalities and accidents the past two years. 

 In October, the North Connector/Suisun Parkway, a new,    
attractive 1.7 miles local roadway, was constructed that parallels 
Interstate 80 and connects Abernathy Road in Solano County    
to Business Center Drive in Fairfield.  This corridor opened to 
traffic, bicyclists and 
pedestrians to provide 
an important local   
connection between 
central Fairfield and the 
Green Valley and Suisun 
Valley area.  It also im-
proves access to Solano 
Community College 

(Continued on page 2) 

2010 Was a Good Year for 
Transportation Construction 

North Connector/Suisun Parkway 

North Connector/Suisun Parkway Ribbon-Cutting 
In this Issue: 

 Every 3 or 4 years, the Bay Area revises its regional transportation 
priorities through the update of its Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).  
The Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) is the agency   
responsible for this worthwhile endeavor and the Solano Transportation 
Authority (STA) takes the lead for Solano County’s RTP submittals.  
While the RTP updates help guide the nine county Bay Area region in 
updating its vision for future transportation investment, the crux of this 
planning exercise is that only projects included in the RTP will be eligible 
to receive state and federal funds over the next 4 to 5 years. 

 The current RTP update will now incorporate the Sustainable     
Communities Strategies (SCS) components of Senate Bill (SB) 375 passed 
in 2008.  The SCS focuses growth into urban areas that can be supported 
by transit.  MTC is working closely with the Association of Bay Area 
Governments (ABAG) to develop the Bay Area’s SCS and to incorporate 
its goals and objectives into the RTP and other regional documents. 

 For Solano County (and the other 8 Bay Area counties), this will   
result in a far greater scrutiny of transportation projects submitted for 
the RTP.  What is not commonly understood outside of Solano County’s 
suburban and rural borders is that Solano County is not new to the   
concepts of focusing its land use and transportation investments in its 
seven urban areas (cities) and preserving agriculture and open space  
outside these seven distinct communities.  As we in Solano  County 
know (but the rest of the region apparently does not), Solano County 
voters passed its Orderly Growth Initiative in the mid 1980s and a     
couple of years ago extended the Orderly Growth Initiative by another 
25 years.  This has resulted in Solano County having the highest percent-
age of its residents living in its cities of any county in the Bay Area (other 
than San Francisco which as a city/county is an anomaly). 

 When MTC, under the leadership of its Chair and Solano’s MTC             
Commissioner Jim Spering, established the innovative Transportation for 
Livable Communities (TLC) program       
in 1998, STA was the first to receive        
a TLC grant to plan a multi-modal 
corridor which resulted in the State 
Tranny Award-winning  Jepson Park-
way Concept Plan in 2000. 

 Planning focused around the seven 
cities and along the I-80 corridor has 
resulted in three current or under 
construction transit hubs.  These hubs 
provide access to Solano- 
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and Land Use:  

A Hidden Story Worth Sharing SR 12 East Rehab Ribbon-Cutting in Rio Vista 



 

and new emerging job centers and retail opportunities.  
This was the first local project managed by the STA 
through the project development (environmental, design, 
and right of way) and construction phases and is the first 
new local roadway constructed in the County unincorpo-
rated area in over 25 years.  

 In September, the STA joined with the 
cities of Fairfield, Vallejo and Solano County in 
celebrating the reopening of McGary Road 
adjacent to I-80.  A segment of this road was 

closed due to the Red Top Slide that took place after a 
season of heavy rains in 1998.  This 3.5-mile local road 
that connects the Hiddenbrooke neighborhood in Vallejo 
to Cordelia in Fairfield, was identified as the top bikeway 
connection by the STA’s Bicycle Advisory Committee 
(BAC), provides improved access to the Lynch Canyon 
Open Space Area, and is an important local I-80 access 
for law enforcement.  Thanks to federal stimulus funds 
and a grant provided by the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission (MTC), STA was able to compile the funding 
from a variety of sources.  This enabled the City of Fair-
field to  successfully rehabilitate and reopen the roadway. 

 In preparation for widening SR 12 Jameson Canyon, 
the STA relocated the Gordon Waterline to a location 
adjacent to Rockville Road. 

 In October, STA joined with the City of Benicia in 
celebrating Benicia’s completion of the Rose Drive    
Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge.  A high priority of the 
STA’s BAC and Pedestrian Advisory Committees (PAC), 
the project will provide safer access from the City of  
Benicia, over I-780 to the Benicia State Park and other 
trail and recreational areas.  STA played an important role 
in assisting Benicia to obtain the funding for the project. 

 2010 was also 
a year for STA  
to continue to 
prepare pro-
jects for future 
construction 
and funding    
opportunities.   

(Continued on page 3) 

 The first board meeting of Solano 
County Transit (SolTrans) was held in 
December 2010.  SolTrans was formed 
through a partnership of the Cities of 
Benicia and Vallejo and the STA to 
merge the Benicia Breeze and Vallejo 
Transit services into one transit service 
provider to deliver bus and paratransit 
services in Benicia and Vallejo. 

 The new, six member SolTrans 
Board consists of Benicia Mayor Eliza-
beth Patterson and Vice Mayor Mike 
Ioakimedes, Vallejo Mayor Osby Davis 
and Council-member Erin Hannigan, 
County Supervisor Jim Spering (who 
serves as Solano’s representative to the 
Metropolitan Transportation Commis-
sion), and Fairfield Mayor Harry Price, 
who was appointed to serve as the 
STA’s ex-officio, non-voting member. 

 Initially, SolTrans plans to engage       
residents of both Benicia and Vallejo 
through development of a Short Range 
Transit Plan (SRTP) to evaluate the cur-
rent transit services and identify short 
and long range transit services, and con-
sider service options and priorities for 
the future.  Over the next year, both 
the Benicia Breeze and Vallejo Transit 
services will be transitioned to the new 
SolTrans Board. 

 The formation of SolTrans follows    
many years of transit consolidation stud-
ies conducted by the STA whose Board       
includes all 7 Mayors in Solano County 
and a County Supervisor.  The cities of 
Benicia and Vallejo and STA worked 
together to provide a seamless and sta-
ble transit system to better serve the 
residents and employers of both com-
munities.         
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MARCH 
  2 STA Board State Lobby Trip 

  9 *STA Board 

16 BAC, 6:30 pm, STA Office 
17 PCC, 1:00 pm, Fairfield, Solano 
 Community College 

17 PAC, 6:00 pm, STA Office 

24 SolTrans, 4:00 pm, Benicia City Hall 
30 +Consortium/TAC 
 

APRIL 
13-14 STA Board Federal Lobby Trip 

20 *STA Board—special tentative date 

21 SolTrans, 4:00 pm, Vallejo City Hall 
27 +Consortium/TAC 
 

MAY 
  5 BAC, 6:30 pm, STA Office 

11   *STA Board 

19 PCC, 1:00 pm, Vacaville, Ulatis Ctr. 

19 SolTrans, 4:00 pm, Benicia City Hall 

19 PAC, 6:00 pm, STA Office 
25 +Consortium/TAC 
 

Meeting Information: 
*STA Board meets the 2nd Wed. of the 
month at Suisun City Hall Council 
Chamber at 6:00 pm 
 

+These meetings are held the last Wed. of 
the month at the STA Office, One Harbor 
Center, Suite 130 in Suisun City: 

10:00 am Consortium 

  1:30 pm TAC 

Acronyms: 
BAC: Bicycle Advisory Committee 

Consortium: SolanoExpress Consortium 

PAC: Pedestrian Advisory Committee 

PCC: Paratransit Coordinating Council 

SolTrans: Solano County Transit 

TAC: Technical Advisory Committee 

SolTrans Formed to 
Provide Transit Service 

to Southern Solano  
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2010 Construction 
(continued) 

L to R: SolTrans Board members Erin Hannigan,  
Osby Davis, Elizabeth Patterson, Mike Ioakimedes,  
Jim Spering, Harry Price 

DATEBOOK 

 

NOTE: 
Dates, times & locations of meetings 
may change.  Please confirm by 
contacting STA’s Clerk of the Board    
at (707) 424-6008.  Agendas, meeting 
packets & updated meeting schedules 
are posted on STA’s website: 

www.solanolinks.com Rose Drive Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge Ribbon-Cutting, Benicia 



STA advanced the I-80/I-680/SR 12 Interchange by selecting the     
preferred alternative, successfully obtaining $24 million in Corridor 
Mobility Investment Account savings from the California Transporta-
tion Commission (CTC) and $15 million in bridge tolls from MTC to 
help fund the next phase of the project. 

 STA celebrated with the City of Vacaville the groundbreaking for 
the first phase of the Vacaville Intermodal Station slated to open in 
early 2011, and with the City of Vallejo the groundbreaking for the 
Vallejo Station slated to open in 2012. 

   Despite challenging economic times, 
STA’s partnership with Solano’s seven 
cities, Solano County, Caltrans, MTC, 
the CTC and others continues to   
result in completed projects, provision 
of critically needed jobs, and improve-
ments for mobility and safety at a time 
when we need it most.                     

 

strategies 
Transportation Plans,  
 Programs and Studies 

 Rail transportation moves commuters and goods into and out of 
Solano County every day, relieving pressure on our congested free-
ways.  But every time a train moves thorough our communities, road-
ways are closed down and cars back up on streets that cross the rails.  
Occasionally, a car or pedestrian finds themselves on the tracks when 
a train comes through, and the resulting accidents are often fatal. 

 STA worked with the Capitol Corridor passenger rail service to 
develop a complete study of rail crossings in Solano County, with a 
focus on at-grade road crossings of railroad tracks in the urban areas.  
A list was compiled of all rail-
related accidents in Solano 
County since January 1st of 
2000.  The study shows that 
accidents are clustered in 
downtown Dixon, in Fairfield-
Suisun City from Tabor Ave-
nue to Highway 12, and in 
Vallejo near Broadway Street 
and Sereno Avenue.  The 
study recommends  making 
the Dixon West B Street and 
Peabody Road crossings the priority for improvements  due to the 
volume of traffic using those crossings.  Since Peabody Road will be 
improved when the Fairfield-Vacaville train station is built, the Dixon 
crossing is recommended to be the focus of efforts to build a new 
grade-separated crossing. 

 The Draft Solano Rail Crossing Inventory and Improvement Plan 
can be viewed on the STA website: www.solanolinks.com.  The     
STA Board is scheduled to act on the Plan adoption at the March 
Board meeting.  The goal of the study is to make both road and rail 
movement faster, safer and more efficient.                                      

December 8, 2010 
 Approved 2012 SHOPP Priorities for Solano 
 Established Local Preference Policy for services/contracts 
 

January 19, 2011 
 Approved Harry Price (Fairfield) as STA 

Board Chair and Jack Batchelor, Jr. 
(Dixon) as Vice Chair 

 Swore in new STA Board Member Steve 
Hardy (Vacaville) and Alternates Ron 
Rowlett (Vacaville) and John Vasquez 
(Solano County) 

 Awarded 3 contracts totaling $16.4 mil-
lion for environmental document phase 
of the I-80 Express Lanes Project. 

 Conducted public hearing and adopted a 
Resolution of Necessity to acquire prop-
erty for the I-80 Eastbound Cordelia 
Truck Scales Relocation Project 

 

February 9, 2011 
 Approved support of State Gas Tax Swap Reenactment 
 Approved initiation of Safe Routes to Transit Plan 
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Director of Planning, Bob Macaulay 

 

Recent STA Board Action 

highlights 

 

FUNDING
Transportation Funding Update 

 With the debate continuing on how to fund the federal surface 
transportation account, the House of Representatives has issued a 
no-earmarks stance for appropriations.  
The Senate has not yet announced 
whether it will also boycott earmarks, 
but it does not appear that earmarks 
will be supported by Congress at this 
time.  The STA did, however submit 
two Appropriations earmark requests 
to Congressman John Garamendi: 
 Fairfield/Vacaville Intermodal Station,  $2 million 

 Dixon Station: West B Street Bicycle and Pedestrian Under-
crossing Project, $2 million 

 While STA project priorities will remain as outlined in the 2011 
STA Legislative Priorities and Platform, funding will likely come 
from federal agencies (Federal Highway Administration, Federal 
Transit Authority), and not from Congressional earmarks. 

 The STA Board will meet in April with key Congressional and 
federal agency officials in Washington DC to discuss competitive 
grant opportunities, public private partnerships, and discretionary 
funding programs.  The focus will be to demonstrate local and  
regional support for STA’s priority projects as they reinforce   
Solano’s regionally significant transportation network. 

 Since 1998, $46.8 M has been obtained as a direct result of  
STA advocacy efforts with Washington, D.C.      

Congressman George Miller at Vallejo Station Groundbreaking 

Above: Harry Price. 
 

Below: Steve Hardy 

2010 Construction 
(continued) 



 46 major employers totaling 620 employees 
participated in the fourth annual countywide 2010 
Solano Commute Challenge, a targeted out-
reach campaign for Solano County employers to 
encourage employees to use transit, carpool, van-
pool, bike, or walk to work at least 30 workdays 
from August to October. 

 350 participants earned the title “Commute 
Champion” by meeting or passing the goal.  An 
additional 86 were dubbed “Commute Contend-
ers” for attempting to meet the goal. 
 Employer Awards include: 
Most Outstanding Workplace (employer with 
highest number of Commute Champions) 

County of Solano – 53 Champions (3rd time in a 
row!) 

Commute Champion Workplace (employers 
with 20+ Commute Champions) 

 State Compensation Insurance Fund, Vacaville –         
43 Commute Champions 

Genentech, Vacaville – 33 Commute Champions 
AAA Northern Calif./Nevada/Utah, Fairfield –     

28 Commute Champions 
California Vegetable Specialties, Rio Vista –                

27 Commute Champions 

Page 4 

Commute Contender 
Workplaces (employers 
with 10-20 Commute 
Champions) 

Travis Air Force Base 
Goodrich, Fairfield 
Kaiser Permanente Medical Center, Vallejo 
Vallejo Sanitation & Flood Control District, 

Vallejo 
 Gabriel Montoya (California Vegetable Special-
ties) used a commute alternative more workdays 
than any other Solano participant by riding his bike 
to work 80 days during the Challenge period! 
 Congratulations to all who participated! 

 For more information, or to register for the 
Solano Commute Challenge, call Sorel Klein, Assis-
tant Program Manager, at (707) 427-5101 or 
sklein@sta-snci.com, or go to our website: 
www.commuterinfo.net.        

One Harbor Center, Suite 130 
Suisun City CA  94585   (707) 424-6075 

 . . . working for you! 

 

Ride on! 
Director of Transit & 
Rideshare Services, 
Elizabeth Richards 

Commuter Update Express bus service along  the I-80 
corridor, the expanding Vallejo      
Station to support the Baylink Ferry 
Service, one current rail station in 
Suisun City and two planned stations 
to serve growing ridership on the 
Capitol Corridor.  It has resulted      
in an I-80 Smart Growth Study that 
laid the blueprint for planning future 
growth along a major corridor con-
necting the Sacramento and Bay Area   
regions into a mega-region served by  
I-80 and the Capitol Corridor. 

 Solano County is well positioned 
to continue to implement goals of the 
SCS for the region that coincide with 
decades of work already underway   
in Solano.  When ABAG asked the 
region to focus future development in 
Priority Development Areas (PDAs),    
Solano County’s cities submitted 9 
potential PDAs.  Solano County is 
already a model for ABAG’s Priority 
Conservation Areas as highlighted by 
the Solano Open Space (formerly Tri-
City Open Space Planning Area) and 
the Vaca-Dixon Open Space areas. 

 Benicia was one of the first Bay 
Area cities to adopt a Sustainable 
Communities Strategy.  Vacaville has 
already converted its transit fleet to 
alternative fuels and has led in the 
implementation of electric vehicles 
and charging stations.  STA has the 
most proactive and established ride-
share program in the region in Solano 
Napa Commuter Information, and 
over 40 employers actively encourage 
their employees to take alternative 
modes of transportation.  All seven 
school districts and the County Office 
of Education participate in STA’s Safe 
Routes to School Program.  Solano 
Economic Development Corporation 
actively promotes the attraction of 
businesses that help improve the   
environment and expand the options 
for alternative energies. 

 This legacy of linking land use and 
transportation could serve Solano 
County well in this current update of 
the RTP.  A strong and continued 
regional investment in Solano County 
by MTC would greatly aid regional 
efforts to incorporate the SCS provi-
sions of SB 375 into this process and 
build upon the documented and suc-
cessful efforts already underway in 
Solano County.     

 

County of Solano—Most Outstanding Workplace—53 Champions 

Daryl K. Halls 

2011 Board Members 
 

Harry Price, Chair 
Mayor, City of Fairfield 
 
Jack Batchelor, Jr., Vice Chair 
Mayor, City of Dixon 
 
Elizabeth Patterson 
Mayor, City of Benicia 
 
Jan Vick, 
Mayor, City of Rio Vista 
 
Pete Sanchez 
Mayor, City of Suisun City 
 
Steve Hardy,  
Mayor, City of Vacaville 
 
Osby Davis 
Mayor, City of Vallejo 
 

Jim Spering 
Supervisor, District 3 Solano County 
 
 
STATUS is a publication of the 

Solano Transportation Authority 
www.solanolinks.com 
© 2011 STA.  All rights reserved. 

Executive. Director 
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Aerial Photos of the North 
Connector/Suisun Parkway 
Project 

 

Confused by our alphabet soup?? 
Check out the Guide to Transportation Acronyms on our website! 

www.solanolinks.com 

mailto:sklein@sta-snci.com�
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